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From the Quarterdeck
COMMODORE
MIKE FARRELL
This, my 24th and final Currents article, was
arguably the most difficult to write. I have many mixed
emotions as I conclude my year as Commodore and look
forward to the future. I have been an active club member
for 10 years, a Board member for 4 years, and a club Officer for 3 years. When the clock strikes midnight on December 31st, I will become the Junior Staff Commodore.
I am proud of what has been accomplished during the
last 4 years. 2020, of course, has been something
resembling a nightmare. However, we entered the
pandemic with the right team in place to deal with the
new reality and the financial stability to allow us to weather the storm. The 2020 Bridge and Board have been extraordinarily agile in dealing with all of the curve balls
that have been thrown at us. Our employees have been
loyal and have worked very hard to keep the club open as
much as possible and our members safe. CIYC, in turn,
has done everything we could to support
Veronica, Kamie, Lisa, Jess, and Becca as they have dealt
with COVID ramifications in their personal lives.
Looking back at how Commodores have written their
farewell Currents articles, I found that they pointed to fun
Thanksgiving pot luck dinners, recognition of
hard-working members at the annual Awards Dinner, and
a look forward to a festive New Year’s Eve
celebration. Unfortunately, this year we are unable to
enjoy any of these events that make CIYC special. 2020
is our 60th Anniversary year and we were not able to hold
a suitable celebration.
All is not doom and gloom, however. You have elected an
excellent Bridge and Board for 2021 with many
experienced members returning and several newer members bringing new ideas to club leadership. The pandemic will wind down in 2021 and CIYC will come out of it as
strong as ever. Under the leadership of 2021 Commodore
Mike Greenup, we will eventually be able to resume the
busy
calendar
of
activities
we
have
enjoyed throughout our history. We will have a capable
Vice Commodore in Billy Le Croy who will keep our
clubhouse shipshape and host dinners and other fun
events as restrictions permit. Our racing and other onwater programs have remained strong and will continue
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to be a focus for our Yacht
Club in the coming year under
the leadership of Rear Commodore Dawn Turnier. I would very much like to thank all
of you who made sure the club survived 2020 and
worked with me in prior years. Thank you to Mike
McKendry and Michele Dilldine who are leaving the
Board. Thank you to Vera Cline and Ruth Hatcher who
performed the role of Secretary. Thank you to Frank
and Sharon Sullivan who have given so much of their
lives to the club day in and day out. Many thanks to
Zoran Barbaric who advised us on how to best ensure
the safety of our members throughout the pandemic
and published well-researched and informative articles
to help our members deal with CoVid-19 issues in their
personal lives. Thank you to Janis Pulliam who was
there every night the club was open to check us in and
ensure we were wearing our masks. Thank you to all
the people who prepared food. You often had to serve
up your delicious meals under adverse circumstances.
For that, I sincerely applaud your willingness to pitch in.
There are so any others who helped make the year a
success.

Last but not least, I want to thank my
Commodorable wife, Karen, for being there at my
side through the entire journey. She was patient
(sort of) with the many hours I spent at the club
(especially as Vice Commodore) and at my desk
writing dozens of emails to ensure that you as
members were informed. She read and corrected
my articles, speeches, etc., and always provided
honest feedback (I didn’t always agree). Meanwhile, Karen and I are not going anywhere any
time soon. As Jr. Staff Commodore, I will take advantage of my reserved parking spot next year as
much as possible. My role is to advise the 2021
Board whenever they ask for my help but otherwise stay out of their way. I plan diligently to play
that role.
Happy New Year! Stay safe, and I hope I’ll see you
at CIYC soon.
Mike Farrell - Commodore 2020
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From the Quarterdeck
VICE
COMMODORE

MIKE GREENUP
It’s hard to believe this year is coming to a
close, and so is my term as Vice
Commodore. It’s been a hectic year due to
COVID-19 restrictions. They have affected
the club’s procedures in opening and closing
for the last nine months.
With COVID
restrictions requiring the club to serve at least
a 2-piece meal in order to have cocktail
service, I thank all of our cooks and their
crews who have done an outstanding job and
enabled the club to stay open during these
very trying times. Many thanks also to the
membership for their attendance and for
continuing to support CIYC during the
Coronavirus.
November led off with the donation of a
hotdog machine by Ken Franklin.
The
hotdog machine will enable the club to meet
the COVID food requirements and allow the
club to serve a simple meal with cocktails.
On November 4th, CJ’s BBQ catered our
Wednesday night dinner. All the members
attending enjoyed the BBQ dinner. Jerry
Wood cooked Hotdogs for Thursday Night
Football on the 5th, and also cooked gourmet
Hamburgers on the 13th. Marsha Anderson,
Bob Deyling, and crew cooked a delicious
Layered Chicken, green chili, cheese, and
tortilla dish, which created a big turnout for
Happy Hour on Nov. 6th. Doug Hoover and
Anne Van de Water prepared our
Wednesday night dinner on Nov. 18th. They
cooked a delightful Spaghetti Bolognese. On
Nov. 20th, Chef Lisa Marie and John Medlen
prepared the Happy Hour meal - a
delectable Lemon Garlic Chicken dinner.
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The Epicureans, led by Sheri Ireland, cooked
on Nov. 21st - a scrumptious sweet potato,
Black Bean Chili dinner.
On Sunday
afternoon the 22nd, Frank Rovello and Sandy
Sifuentes cooked a flavorful Guinness Beef
Stew which was enjoyed by the membership.
We’re thankful to all of our November chefs for
their hard work and the excellent meals. And
special appreciation to Janis Pulliam for handling all of the dinner reservations and the dinner check-in process.
Much gratitude goes to the Islanders,
Epicureans,
and
the
Beefeaters
for
supporting the club and for continuing to
provide superb meals. Also, a special thank
you to our House Captain Billy LeCroy who is
always ready to lend a helping hand and keep
the club COVID safe.
We’re very
thankful to our Treasurer Sue Woolf who, with
the help of our finance committee, has kept the
club fiscally sound during this uncertain
economy.
I look forward to serving as your Commodore
for 2021 and working with Vice Commodore
Billy LeCroy, Rear Commodore Dawn
Turnier, and all of our Board members. I feel
confident it will be a Banner Year for CIYC!
And sincere thanks to the membership for all
your
encouragement,
attendance,
and
support throughout 2020.
Mike Greenup, Vice Commodore 2020
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Message From
First Mate
Linda Zurborg-Perry
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PROPOSED 2021 CHANNEL ISLANDERS CALENDAR OF EVENTS
•

JANUARY 5 BOARD MEETING MONTHLY EVERY 2ND TUESDAY 6 P.M. •

•

JANUARY 23 ISLANDERS’ C.O.W. DINNER @ 7:00 P.M. •

•

APRIL 9-11 DECORATE FOR OPENING DAY •

•

APRIL 24 ISLANDERS’ ANNIVERSARY DINNER 7 P.M. •

•

JUNE 20 ISLANDERS’ FATHERS’ DAY (WE COOK) •

•

SEPT. 10 BILLFISH FUNDRAISER (ISLANDERS COOK?) •

•

SEPT. 17 BILLFISH FUNDRAISER (SERVE DINNER /HELP?) •

•

SEPT. 26 ISLANDERS’ PANCAKE BREAKFAST 10 A.M. •

•

OCTOBER 21 ISLANDERS’ ELECTION MEETING 8:00 P.M. •

•

NOV. 26-28 DECORATE TREE & CLUB FOR HOLIDAY •

•

DECEMBER 4-5 DECORATE TREE LIGHTING DINNER •

•

DECEMBER 12 ISLANDERS’ JINGLE BELL BRUNCH •

•

JANUARY 2-3 HELP TAKE DOWN DECORATIONS

Channel Islands Yacht Club
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Anglers’ Corner
By Frank Sullivan
As everyone is tired of hearing, 2020 has been an awfully bad year for events. We had to cancel all our usual
Men’s and Ladies’ Tournaments, as well as our lobster Fundraiser Dinner and scampi Anglers’ Awards Dinner.
Some members were able to get out to go fishing, and we even had some “Big Fish of the Month” prizes. In
March, Billy LeCroy turned in a Mackerel, in April, Rande Lance caught a 15-lb. Halibut, in May, Cooper
Palamountain caught a 6.9-lb. Red Rockfish, and in July, Mark Palamountain caught a 33.4-lb. Bluefin Tuna
which captured the “Big Fish of the Year” as well.

Cooper’s Red

Rande’s Halibut

Mark’s Blue Fin Tuna

Anglers’ Club Info: Anglers’ dues of $10 for the 2021 fishing season are due before January 31, 2021. Please
send in your Anglers’ dues with your regular club dues billing. If you forgot and sent the CIYC dues in without
your Anglers’ dues, you can provide a SEPARATE check made out to “Channel Islands Yacht Club, Anglers” and
put Anglers’ Dues in the memo section of the check. Send it or bring it to the Club. Or you can pay through the
new Foreup system - watch for the announcements.
When you are a CIYC Anglers’ Club member, you can win $50.00 if you bring in the biggest legal fish of the
month. Marlin, sharks, rays, and tournament fish do not count. You can only win once a year, but as the Lotto
people are fond of saying, “You can’t win if you don’t play.”
Anglers’ Club Big Fish rules:
1.
Fish must be caught within 100 miles of Channel Islands Harbor
2.
Marlin, sharks, and rays are not to be considered as winners
3.
Must be caught on rod and reel
4.
Fish can be verified by any CIYC member (there is a scale in the shed on the patio)
5.
Fisherperson must be a paid CIYC Anglers’ Club member
6.
Angler must bring the fish to the boat, can have help gaffing or netting
7.
CIYC, PCYC or Channel Islands Sportfishing scales can be used; others if verified
8.
Tournament fish do not count except for the Big Fish of the Year
9.
An angler can only win the Big Fish of the month one time a year
10.
At the yearly Anglers’ Awards dinner, the Big Fish of the Year is awarded $100. It does not have to be a fish submitted as a Big
Fish of the Month to qualify, but it can be a tournament fish. So, keep fishing!

WSB Pens Update: We are waiting for the promised delivery of approximately 10K Juvenile White Sea Bass that
were delayed because of a failed health check prior to delivery. They are being treated and will be delivered in
December after they recover from the treatments.
Reminder: Rock fish season ends December 31st, 2020, and doesn’t reopen until March 1st, 2021! These species may
only be taken or possessed in waters less than a 75-fathom depth contour (450 feet). The daily bag and possession limit is
10 fish in combination with all species within the RCG Complex. Yelloweye Rockfish, Bronze Spotted Rockfish, and Cowcod
may not be retained (bag limit: zero). There are exceptions, so check here: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Ocean/
Regulations/Groundfish-Summary#south to get the most current regulations!
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Doc Lines
The tale of Declaration vs. Memorandum: This is a good example of how large groups of
scientists, epidemiologists, and practicing physicians fundamentally disagree about how to deal with
the Covid pandemic.
The first is the so-called The Great Barrington Declaration put forward by epidemiologists from
Harvard, Stanford, and Oxford. It calls for reopening schools, colleges, and businesses. It calls for
particular attention to be paid in protecting the elderly and those with significant comorbidities. It
suggests that herd immunity can only be achieved if enough younger people develop mild or
asymptomatic infections. The authors argue that this: “...would allow COVID-19 to spread in a
population where it is less likely to be deadly, by encouraging widespread immunity that is not
dependent on a vaccine.” The declaration was co-signed by more than 44,000 scientists,
epidemiologists, and practicing physicians. The American Institute for Economic Research,
sponsored the declaration. https://gbdeclaration.org/
“While this is a very dangerous disease for the elderly, for children it’s much less dangerous than the
annual flu,” stated one study author, Martin Kulldorff, PhD. “And for people in their 20s and 30s, it’s
not a dangerous disease at all.” Kulldorff has criticized widespread testing of asymptomatic persons.
He added, “There is little purpose in using tests to check asymptomatic children to see if it is safe for
them to come to school,” since the positives will close schools and leave children deprived. “Testing
is intended to save lives, not to detect asymptomatic people who are otherwise healthy,” he wrote.
“With the new CDC guidelines, strategic age-targeted viral testing will protect older people from
deadly COVID-19 exposure, and children and young adults from needless school closures.”
In response, a second group of prominent scientists issued The John Snow Memorandum (one of
the founders of modern epidemiology) which was co-signed by some 6,900 scientists and doctors
and argued their case against the herd immunity movement. With over 35 million people infected with
SARS-CoV-2 worldwide, and a second wave hitting the world, the team, representing multiple
academic medical centers, emphasized the need for strong, clear communication on the latest
evidence. They noted that the highly contagious nature of this pathogen, combined with the overall
susceptibility of the largely unexposed population, creates dangerous community spread. With an
infection fatality “several-fold higher than that of seasonal influenza,” the esteemed scientists and
physicians argue that the death toll would be catastrophic. Moreover, many who are infected
experience ongoing symptoms which will only add cost and human toll to this unprecedented health
crisis. https://www.johnsnowmemo.com/
The authors of the memorandum point to Japan, Vietnam, and New Zealand as examples of robust
COVID-19 responses and argue the use of herd immunity in any pandemic management represents
a tragically flawed approach with catastrophic outcomes.
So there you are. Two diametrically opposed opinions by the most prominent scientists from top
university hospitals and institutes. So much for the call to “listen to scientists.” Which ones? What are
we supposed to do? I guess presidents, governors, and mayors are free to choose their own experts
from among scientists with diametrically opposite opinions.
For example: Because of the new surge in Coronavirus cases, Dr. Michael Osterholm, COVID-19
adviser to Joe Biden, suggests a lockdown for four to six weeks. Dr. Scott Atlas, adviser to President
Trump, is against lockdowns. Dr. Fauci, who was for lockdowns in March, is now also against
lockdowns. What would you choose?
Your Fleet Surgeon, Zoran
Channel Islands Yacht Club

Thanks to Erika for editing.
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J-24, jointly owned by CIYC members, Dan Maxwell and Gareth Jones.
Kelly Sherwood took these photos and the photos of BANDALOOP from my boat, WAI’LANI.
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The origin of the Parade of Lights in the Marina
As with so many other celebrations in this harbor when it was in its infancy, CIYC and its members
were involved. In December of 1966, a group of men from our club and CI Harbor Association got
together at the Channel Clipper restaurant and planned the first Parade of Lights in the harbor.
They set the date for December 18th and started laying plans. The dreams were big: There could
be as many as 100 boats in the parade, and entries would include power and sail up to 85 feet and down to dinghies and even surfboards with candlelight. In the center would be an anchored
barge with a large decorated tree lighted by a generator. Santa Claus and his reindeer would be
booked for passage. Harbor buildings would be decorated, music piped across the waterways,
carolers on the boats, and snack time after the parade for every entrant. They planned to have the
reigning harbor queen from Memorial Day weekend present the trophies and plaques to the
winners. They even had a local artist making posters to advertise the event.

PARADE OF LIGHTS

That first event got started with about 30 entries, big and small. The
mayor and other dignitaries took off on an 85-foot yacht, the Dry
Martini, owned by Bud Smith. It had to withdraw after one circuit around
the harbor because it ran out of fuel. Among the other entries, there
was one boat with lights in the form of a sleigh, a barge representing
Santa’s workshop, a Hawaiian Christmas complete with dancing girls,
Lucky Santa, and another barge with Santa Claus and Rudolf, the
Red-nosed Reindeer. A yacht calling attention to the Christmas Seal
campaign and the Ventura County Tuberculosis and Health Association
won the sweepstakes award. It featured the TB association’s symbol, a
large double-armed cross, in lights. The yacht’s owner was the
secretary of the county TB association. That year’s festivities garnered
close to 4,000 spectators.
The following year, ignoring bone-chilling temperatures, about 50 boats
were expected, but only 34 ignored the weather, went ahead, and
circled the floating Christmas tree that had grown a little since the
previous year. The Oxnard Boys’ Club played Christmas carols on one
boat, and Santa Claus bellowed out his “Merry Christmas” to the
estimated spectator crowd of 10,000 plus. Dry Martini did not run out of
fuel and won the first-place trophy.
The 3rd annual parade was now a tradition. Thirty boats signed up - the
perpetual trophy went to Island Packers, and sweepstakes to Andiamo,
a 34’ cruiser, owned by a CIYC member. Dry Martini’s decoration depicted a giant marlin leaping high over an angler’s rod in a splash of light, but it didn’t get it any
award.
The following year with 30 entries again, Dry Martini as the Santa Claus float with CIYC Commodore Ben Faulkner onboard, led the parade. The Boy Scouts, with the help of girls, decorated their
boat and took the perpetual trophy. Our newly elected Commodore, Bob Dryden, on his Andiamo
got the sweepstakes. Decorated houses in the Oxnard Beach area

officially over!”

12

CURRENTS

Channel Islands Yacht Club

were also being judged on their decorations. Over the
years there have been a lot of innovatively decorated
boats:
A sailboat was rigged as a pulsating Star of Bethlehem
towing the Three Wise Men in a dinghy; another year it
was decorated as a candy cane pulling a lighted glass of
Christmas cheer behind it. In 1972 there was a special
entry: A 66-inch dinghy won the top award. The owner, a
member of Bahia Cabrillo Yacht Club, had spent 3
months decorating it as Santa’s sleigh drawn by a team of reindeer. The lighting was provided by a
1,750-watt generator which also helped balance the 5 ½-foot skiff: three times its length due to the
reindeer.
As the years went on, the parade would pretty much get into a routine with more yacht clubs in the
area competing for the perpetual trophy. Our club has been very active since the beginning and has
gotten top awards several times. It is very sad to see that the excitement has kind of disappeared.
Does it have something to do with the professional decorators who have taken the volunteer,
‘home-made’ fun out of it, or maybe the harbor trying to keep the word ‘Christmas’ out of the themes?
Santa Claus is an important part of the parade every year.
In 2014 Rear Commodore Vidar and I had the honor of representing the club with our Blue Mast, an
Islander 41 ketch. We had a fantastic crew helping. The theme was ‘A Buccaneer’s Holiday.’ It was not
an easy theme but our team worked miracles. We heard nothing from the judges or the harbor after
the parade – finally, more than one week later,
Vidar called the harbor office to ask if they had
decided who won the awards - Oh, yes, they had.
We won 3 awards: the trophy, the sweepstakes,
and the best-dressed crew. Vidar had to pick up
the awards at the harbor office. That year
created a bad feeling, and a couple of years later the club didn’t participate. Luckily, we did in
2019 with a fantastic entry that took the
sweepstakes. Let’s hope we can keep the
childlike spirit of Christmas in the parades for
the future. It really gives us a good start on our
Holidays.
The Blue Mast in the works, 2014: A Buccaneer’s Holiday
2020 will go down in history: Not the celebration we planned for our 60th Anniversary. I end my year
as Historian with thanks to our Commodore and his Board for a fantastic job during this difficult time,
and pray that our new Commodore and Board will have an easier time next year. Merry Christmas and
Happy Hanukkah to all! And here’s to a healthful and wonderful New Year! Cheers!
Thanks to Erika for helping me and doing the editing. Marnie
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Dec 12th Holiday Food and Toy Drive at Fisherman’s Wharf
The Harbor Department and HBCA and many community and harbor organizations are teaming up
to help those who are struggling this challenging holiday season. Partnering for the Holiday Food
& Toy Drive will demonstrate that organizations which do not see eye-to-eye on Harbor issues can
work together for the benefit of the community.

The Holiday Food & Toy Drive will benefit Food Share of Ventura County and Spark of Love Toy
Drive, an annual effort by local fire departments which provided toys to more than 6,000 children
last year. In normal times, an estimated 1 in 6 people in Ventura County experiences food
insecurity. Usually, Food Share distributes to 75,000 people per month, but this year, the number
is closer to 150,000 per month due to the impact of coronavirus.
On the day of the event, donations can be safely dropped off with no contact at a location at
Fisherman’s Wharf. Masked and gloved volunteers will unload the donations from cars and provide
them to Food Share and the Spark of Love Toy Drive. Those living in the harbor area can schedule
a boat pick up, organized by Frank Laza, from their docks.
The goal is to raise a “boat load” of food and toys. Monetary donations can also be made to Food
Share and matched up to $5,000. To be matched, monetary donations may be made now via text
WHARF to 41444 or go to this link: https://app.mobilecause.com/form/gHVTMA?vid=e01hs - or
cash and checks may be written to “Food Share of Ventura County” and dropped off on December
12th at Fisherman’s Wharf.
Harbor Department Director Mark Sandoval said he’s excited to co-host the event in partnership
with HBCA. “It’s our pleasure to co-host the Holiday Food & Toy Drive with a group of community
members who have a passion for the Harbor and helping others. We encourage all to join us at
Fisherman’s Wharf in the spirit of giving, particularly during this holiday season.”
Many families and children across Ventura County have been impacted by fires and the corona
virus. Monica White, Food Share’s President and CEO, says many are working families or
underemployed, or who may have lost their jobs because of shutdowns. Those who are able can
make this holiday a bit better for many families and children by generously sharing and donating.
Rene Aiu, Harbor Delegate
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01 Pam miller, 01 Pam Nast, 04 Dale Nelson, 04 John Fugua, 05 Lee Weiss,
09 Sam Bradbury, 09 Allan Gabel, 10 Miles Linman, 11 Bobbi Allen,
12 Richard Pearsall, 13 Michael Byrne, 13 Christina Curren, 13 Eleanor Hovaten,
13 Betty Larson, 14 Devra Hodge, 15 Dawn Mathews, 15 Pam Halford,
16 Shanie Engelhardt, 16 Michelle Olafsson, 20 Mayra Ramirez-Zendejas,
21 David Flamer, 22 Evelina Arglen, 22 Bill Crocket, 23 Debbie Guedea,

24 Sharon Uhlig, 26 Lonnie Jarvis, 27 Rita Carter, 31 Steve Nelson.

01 Jackie & Micky Biederman, 04 Dann & Cindy Daggett,
06 Pat & Judy Campea, 08 Linnea von Wissman & Patrick Salamunovich,
12 Rick & Deborah Tyhurst, 16 Care & Ira Berns,
17 Chuck & Kim Hoffmans, 22 Ruth & Paul Hatcher,

26 Tom & Debroah Kelley.
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