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  Message From 
  The Commodore 
  Georgie Olsen 

To All Members a big Thank You for taking the time to participate this last month.  We had 
many more of you showing up for Wed, Fri. and Sat. dinners and other functions.  This has helped 
to bring the months profits into the black.  Nice for a change but it is not enough with the economy 
the way it is. Your Board of Directors have your best interest at hand but must also keep the busi-
ness end of the Club running in a smooth manner.  This folks takes income.  The current Board and 
the incoming board are working together to find equitable solutions to the problem. All avenues for 
both income and expenditure side of the balance sheet are being investigated. All of us (members) 
are aware of the tough times many are having but in order to survive we must make some changes.  
Please keep an open mind, that is all I'm asking for. 

We have had many wonderful functions in September, and October looks to be as much fun.  
The TGIF was wonderful and we enjoyed Joyce and her crew’s fish fry and the horse races.  Then 
Holiday supper club was filled with a lot of great friends and made every one happy.  The Bill-Fish 
Tournament kick off went great as well as the Awards for the fisherman a week later.  Thank you 
Islanders for making this all happen. We had out of town guest from another Yacht Club and they 
thought we were just wonderful. 

Guess they found out our Secret.  (We are wonderful). At this writing we have not had the An-
niversary Dinner Dance but know that it being a 50's theme it will be spectacular and anything the 
Past Commodore's do is going to be a blast.  How about that Talent Show, I know you are all still 
talking about it.  Great comes to mind.  Kudos to Barbara and all who were generous, humorous and 
giving of their time to make it happen. The last race of our this year was also a great success.  La-
dies you and your crew were the best of the best. Thank you for your competitive nature and the 
good will this event promotes.  Now that Wet Wednesdays are done I hope to see more of our racers 
at the dinners on Wednesdays and using the club to have fun.  

Your new Board has been chosen. Welcome to James McCulley, Nancy Latham, Jane Thomas, 
Phil Woolf, Bob Ridenour.  I can only say one thing.  Please give them all your support, encourage-
ment and most of all understanding.  The task of running the Club is not an easy one so show pa-
tience and again understanding.  You are all welcome to come to a board meeting and offer sugges-
tions and concerns, but remember the Nine board members make most of the decisions for the ulti-
mate outcome.  Negativity has no place in our club. You will be choosing your new Bridge also so 
get to know your new board so a wise decision by each of you who vote can be made. 

 

May the power that by always bring you safely home to CIYC  
Georgie Olsen 
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  Message From 
  The Vice Commodore 
  Cary Verstynen 

Hello everyone.  Well, September is over.  We had some great dinners, both on Wednesday and  
Saturday nights.  A nice dingy party, an anniversary dinner, a talent/variety show, bill fish tourna-
ment kick off dinner and awards dinner.  Plus there was also a couple of weddings.  So my thanks to all 
the men and women who helped cook for all these events, set tables and help with clean up.  Also to all the 
club members who came out and supported these events. 

The club also started Monday night football this past month.  So if you like to watch football come 
on out to watch the game, both Sunday and Monday. 

We have some great events coming up in October.  There is a Beef Eaters dinner on the 15th, a 
Brunch Bunch brunch on the 9th, Halloween social on the 29th and the last TGIF for the year on the 
7th.  So October should be a fun month.  So come on out and visit and enjoy the club.  

In the coming months I would like to see some volunteers for Wednesday night dinners, Christmas 
day, any help is appreciated.  A lot of things get done around the club, because of volunteers.  So volunteer 
for what ever you would like to do.  The club will find a crew for you to be on.  I look forward to seeing 
everyone at the club.   

Have a great month and come out and visit. 
Cary Verstynen 

 
CIYC  2012  BOARD 

Left to right: 
 

Cary Verstynen, Phil Woolf, Jane Thomas, Mary Howard, Nancy Latham, Ridenour, Jim McCulley and Dan Jordan 
(Not in the photo Jerry Wood)   
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While I am honored to be Rear Commodore for the last four months of 2011, I must tell you that Mary Foster has made it 
so easy – she has 98% of the remaining tasks all planned out.  Please thank Mary for all the successes and if you have any 
complaints, please bring then directly to me. 

The Neil Underwood was not without its challenges – the Committee Boat had a mechanical “issue.”   However, 
CIYC member Rick Wilson came through – although Rick wasn’t in town at the beginning of the race, when Dick Olsen 
called him to tell him of our situation, Rick immediately told Dick to use his boat as the Committee Boat.  Thank you both. 

Sherry Brisbane did another wonderful job of putting the September 10th dinghy party together - I had no idea the plan-
ning and work that went into the dingy parties until I offered to help Sherry.  We have several Energizer Bunnies in this 
Club and Sherry is one of them! 

CIYC’s Lady at the Helm on September 24th is co-sponsored by the Channel Islands Women’s Sailing Associa-
tion.   We anticipate that at least twelve to fifteen boats will participate. 

Now, before the “rumors” start again that CIWSA is or wants to be a yacht club - that is not the case.  CIWSA was 
organized to encourage women to sail, whether it is day sailing, cruising or racing.  It promotes camaraderie among women 
sailors from Ventura and Channel Islands Harbors and has not taken and will not take members from CIYC; but rather, four 
women have joined CIYC that were not previously members of a yacht club.  They joined because the CIYC members who 
assisted in the formation of CIWSA invited them to CIYC; they were made to feel welcome; and they had so much fun at 
the Club. 

Now, to a subject that is very near and dear to my heart –racing.  The top three boats vying for high point this year are 
CIYC RAM boats:  Velero, Brent Swanson; Quiettimes, Tom Warshauer; and Breezy, Chris Johnson. YESSSS – you go 
guys!!!! If I’m not mistaken, most of the crew are also CIYC RAM’s with a few Regular Members rounding out the crew. 

Our RAM’s contribute so much to our racing program, our dinners, our events and our FUN quotient.  And that rumor 
that the Board is trying to do away with the RAM’s is NOT TRUE.  Think about it -where would CIYC’s racing program 
be without our RAM’s?  One of the best things about the RAM’s is that CIYC gained some of the most energetic and tal-
ented cooks for our dinners and events – Carol Lapointe, Kelly Warshauer, LeeAnne Clark, Bunni Hynes, just to name 
a few.  Please don’t forget that some our RAM’s also run our Race Committee and, thus, do the “heavy lifting” with the 
races we sponsor.  Oh yes, our RAM’s have won high point in the past, two Newport to Ensenada races and participated in 
the TransPac. 

Five boats from Bahia Corinthian Yacht Club visited us September 9th
.
   They were cruising from Newport Beach to 

Channel Islands and on to Santa Barbara and to Santa Rosa Island before heading back to Newport.  They had spoken to 
Mary Foster about this previously and were looking forward the fabulous fish fry put on by Joyce Sheridan and Clark Ow-
en, Shelly and Nancy Berger and the “backup team”: Sylvia Hyde, Carol LaPointe, Bonnie Chaney, and Phyllis Lewis.  
My apologies to whomever I have managed to leave out!  Without the assistance of these ladies, the event would not have 
happened.  Although the Billfish Tournament Kickoff Dinner was the same night, Cary set up tables in the fireplace room 
and the group was served in there.  The wonderful “backup team” served our visitors in addition to the Billfish Dinner at-
tendees.  The folks from BCYC could not thank us enough or give us enough compliments about how welcome we made 
them feel and, of course, about the wonderful food. Thank you all for welcoming the BCYC folks as if they were already a 
part of our CIYC family. 

Please let me know if you can help out on the Parade of Lights – creativity is not my strong suit.  The theme is Christ-
mas in the tropics.  My guess is that most boats will go with Christmas in Hawaii.  What can CIYC do that is different?? 

Thank each and every one of you for all you do and for making all guests and event participants feel welcome. 

  Message From 
  The Rear Commodore 
  Mary Ingram 
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Anglers’ Corner 
              By Frank Sullivan 

 
Channel Islands Bill Fish Tournament Results: 
 
Like last year, this year’s tournament (the 40th year) was characterized by cool waters and no Marlin.  
The Tournament finished on Wednesday, September 14, 2011. The fishing was tough and none of the 16 partici-
pants were able to hook a marlin. Only one marlin was spotted by Bad Habit near the 277. The weather was beauti-
ful and the seas were calm.  
 
Skip Miser on Dawn Patrol won the Big Fish side bet with an impressive 29lb Yellowtail. Finatic weighed in a 
10.3lb WSB and a 21.5lb Halibut. No marlin this year but still a great tournament. Credit is due to all the boats that 
tried so hard to find fish.  
 
Both the kick off dinner and the awards dinner were worth the entrance fee by themselves. Thank you to the Is-
landers for stepping up again to provide for this event.  
 

Big fish of the month is Dick Olsen’s 28lb Yellow Tail 
 

Upcoming events: 
     November 19th Anglers Awards Dinner 7pm 
 
WSB Pen Update: 
The WSB Pens are now in full operational mode. We now have 14,500 Juvenile 
White Sea Bass under our care.  We took delivery of 10,000 fish by commercial boat 
August 30th and another 4500 by tank truck September 6th. 
 
The delivery was well covered by an article in the Ventura County Star newspaper It can be read on line here: 
http://www.vcstar.com/news/2011/sep/08/young-sea-bass-brought-to-oxnard-harbor-to/ 

- Miles 
fighting a 
fish. 
 
         Skip - 
29# yellow 
             tail 

Dick’s 28lb Yellow Tail 
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Fishing Billfish 
9-17-11 
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Fishing Billfish 
9-17-11 

We woke up to Bison overlooking the 
White’s Anchorage  at Catalina Island! 
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OCTOBER  SATURDAY  NIGHT  DINNERS 
SERVED AT 7:00 p.m. 

 

Check your Weekly Emails and 
Bulletin Boards for Menus and Details 

 

October 15, 2011 
Beef Eaters Dinner 
& All Club Awards 

October 29, 2011 
Halloween Dinner Social 

OCTOBER WEDNESDAY  NIGHT  DINNERS  
SERVED AT 6:30 p.m. 

$10.00 
 

Check you Weekly Emails and 
Bulletin Boards for Menus and Details 

 

Bingo after dinner 
 

OCTOBER 5th, 12th, 19th, & 26th. 

Galley News 
Cary Verstynen 

Jerry Wood at the VA Hospital  
after a successful hip replacement. 

The ladies are volunteers who come to visit the patients.   
Do you think “Marilyn”  has a 18 or 19 inch waist?? 
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Bocce Ball Awards 
09-22-2011 
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HISTORIAN  
Beverly Hamilton 
 
Well, here it is fall.  Our boating activities are winding down and it is time for some fun. 
 
October is the time for the A. A. Oakley race.  All the Predicted Log Racers from up and down the California 
coast come to CIYC for the final race and awards for the season.  Don and Carole Olin have for years taken 
charge of the race, awards, and events. We will certainly miss Carole this year. 
 
At the end of the month was the Halloween Par-
ties. These are some highlights over the years.  
One year diminutive Ginny Farrell came dressed 
as a leopard and she really played the part well.  

One of our bar-
tenders dressed as 
the wicked queen 
from Snow White.  
Sarah Roberts 
came as a gypsy, 
she looked so cute.  
There were all 
sorts of ghosts and 
goblins, kings and 
queens, pumpkins, 
pirates and elves. 
One year there ar-
rived two alligators walking on all fours.  The crowd parted as they came through 
the club.  After the initial shock, low and behold !!! … they were Joyce Sheridan 
and Clark Owens. 
 
Our members were very creative when it came to decorating.  There was the usual 
Dracula in the coffin, and skeletons hanging from the light fixtures.  One year 
when you came through the entry door, you walked through a corridor of black 
fabric full of hands. 
As you walked through, 
every few minutes one of 
the hands would reach out 
and grab your shoulder or 

arm or leg.  It was very scary and you couldn’t help but 
scream. As you  rounded the corner, a mad doctor was 
carving up a body on a table with a saw.  The body was 
real, as were the various body parts on the table.  I don’t 
know how they did that, but it was pretty gruesome. 
 
As you can see, our Club has had a lot of fun with Hal-
loween night.  Let’s hope for many more. 
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Thank you Kim and Gary Cole for being such super first-time Dinghy hosts!  Tim Haapanen, Darin 
McKInga, Diane Arsdall worked non-stop!  I couldn't have done it without you guys!  You are so ap-
preciated!!!! 

Joyce Sheridan made lemonade out of lemons when she was on her way to hang the "touchy-Feely " 
bags in Duane Wherland's boat and he ran out of juice!  Graham Paine to the rescue in his dinghy-he 
runs out of gas!  Along comes our heroine, Cindy Argosty in her dinghy and rescues them all!  So 
Joyce just comes back and hangs the "touchy-Feely" bags on the Cole's deck railings! Turned out 
great! 

It was a riot! A lot of laughs, a lot of fun!  

Mary Howard got me out of a bind when we found the club kitchen was in use.  She took the beans 
and coleslaw home and finished them there.  Thanks, Mary! 

Lesilie and Pat Korecky took shifts working the bar.  Thanks girls! 

Kathy Griffith sold the tickets and took the money.  Thanks Kathy.  We netted over 300 dollars and 
more to come! 

Everyone was having so much fun, Kim Cole tipped the band so the band played on-and-on-and on! 
Dancing Fools never want to stop!  Ruth Hatcher's cookies were almost "the frosting on the cake" but 
Lewis Clark topped it by taking "the touchy Feely" game" literally!  He got so mesmerized with his 
girlfriend he took off with her to go back to his boat only for his dinghy to run out of gas! Take that  
whatever way you want to!? 

All in all - the day ended up in a GRAND-GRAND FINALE!! 

Your Dinghy-Dinghy Queen, Sherry Brisbane 

Touchy/Feely 
Dinghy Party 

September 10, 2011 
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An open letter to the Members from an Epicurean: 
  

Having now crewed on a few Saturday-night dinners, I have learned that we Epicureans are a diverse group of wom-
en.  Most of us love to cook, some of us like to serve, we all love a good party, and don’t mind volunteering to help 
make one happen.  We are homemakers, retirees, office managers, medical workers, project managers, and a host of 
other occupations.   
  

But one thing I can tell you that we all have in common:  none of us are food-service workers or restaurant owners. 
Given that, I am continually impressed that we are able to pull off these dinners as well as we do.  Many of us have 
never cooked for this many people before, or worked in an industrial-sized kitchen.  And yet we have had some pretty 
sensational culinary successes, have we not?  Those of us who work to put these events on are always thrilled by the 
satisfied smiles and delighted accolades we receive from our fellow club members. 
  

Which is why it can be so startling when someone treats us poorly. 
  
Putting on one of these dinners is no easy feat.  Menus must be planned, recipes converted, shopping done.  We will 
often start cooking a day or more in advance.  On the day of the event, the core crew will usually begin early in the 
morning, preparing the ingredients and devising crew assignments.  The rest of the crew will arrive mid-afternoon – 
and from that point on it’s a veritable frenzy of chopping, mixing, boiling, sautéing, baking, roasting and stir-
ring.  Once the bell rings, the next rush begins – transporting the food upstairs using the temperamental dumbwaiter, 
plating, serving, and clearing.  We generally don’t even get to eat – by the time we can sit down, we’re often so sick 
of looking at this food that we wouldn’t want to anyway.  Besides, when we’re on an Epicurean crew, it is our pleas-
ure to ensure that everyone is happy. 
  
However, no matter how hard we try, it’s simply impossible to please everyone.  We know that, and accept it.  But 
complaints about the menu (“What?  You’re not serving chicken?”), or snarky comments (“I can’t believe I paid 
twenty dollars for this!”) are not exactly helpful.  Nor do they inspire us to want to continue to volunteer our time. 
  
And it’s not just at Epicurean events.  The crew at a recent club event found themselves short-handed, leading to long 
lines and unsliced rolls.  But instead of offering to help (or, gosh-darn-it, slicing their rolls themselves!), people stood 
and complained.  Out loud. 
  
Perhaps some members need to be reminded that this is a club that thrives on the enthusiasm, involvement, and vol-
unteer spirit of its members.  Without those of us willing to give of ourselves, we wouldn’t have Saturday night Epi-
curean dinners…or a club at all, for that matter. 
 

Fortunately, these unpleasant moments have been relatively rare.  I know that the vast majority of our members love 
our club, and go out of their way to express appreciation for the volunteers.  Still, I’d like to make a few suggestions: 
 

1.  Before signing up for a dinner, check the menu.  Whatever’s on there – that’s what’s being served.  If you don’t 
like ribs, it’s probably not a good idea to come to a “bbq ribs dinner”. 
 

2.  The servers do their best to serve equitably, but sometimes a plate might get shortchanged.  If you’re not happy 
with what’s on your plate, feel free to bring it back and it’ll be replaced.  If you do it with a smile, you’ll probably get 
a smile back.  In fact, PLEASE do it with a smile. 
 

3.  If you can see the crew at an event is short-handed, and you’re not particularly busy…feel free to pitch in and 
help. 
 

4.  Please remember that these are not paid restaurant workers.  They’re members just like you and they’re working to 
make your club a fun place to go.  Please appreciate them.  
  
I’m a relatively new member – less than two years – and I have written this from my own perspective.  On the whole 
I have found this club to be very welcoming, and full of fun-loving people who share our love of the sea.  I wish to 
offer my personal thanks to all of the members who give their time and work so hard to make our club great.   
  
LeeAnne Clark 



                                                                                      Channel Islands Yacht Club      13 Currents 

Touchy/Feely 
Dinghy Party 

September 10, 2011 
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# R40 
Martin, Ingrid 
 
Ojai, CA   93023 
 
Land: (805) 272-8262 
Cell:  (8025) 660-4826 

Roster Update 
Addresses removed for web, be sure to introduce yourselves to our NEW MEMBERS 

#  
Frallie, Jan 
Kitty Frallie 
 
Port Hueneme, CA   93041 
 
Land: (805) 984-1352 

Anniversary Dinner Dance 
Back to the Fifties 

Sept. 17, 2011 



Club Rental 

The CIYC dining room facility is available for rent  

for private parties to members, or non-members sponsored by a member. 

Please contact Vice Commodore Cary Verstynen or  

Rental Manager Sharon Sullivan 805-985-6155 for scheduling and rates. 

Help us help the Club to be Prosperous! 
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  Name   CIYC.com 

  CIYC Office   office@ciyc.com 

  CIYC Commodore   commodore@ciyc.com 

  CIYC Vice Commodore   vicecommodore@ciyc.com 

  CIYC Rear Commodore   rearcommodore@ciyc.com 

  CIYC Membership   membership@ciyc.com 

  CIYC Currents Editor   currents@ciyc.com 

  CIYC Port Captain   portcaptain@ciyc.com 

  CIYC Dinner Reservations   reservations@ciyc.com 

Currents is  
Editor        Liz Campbell 
        (805) 382-6819 
Assist. Editors   Frank & Sharon Sullivan 
     (805) 205-4073 
Photos          Bonnie Chaney 
Mailing    Liz Campbell 
Advertising    Sherry Brisbane 
     (805) 497-6012 
     Pat Korecky 
     (805) 551-8777 

TGIF/Birthday Bash - “Friday, October 14th” 

Come and join us for our monthly celebration for members whose birthday  
or anniversaries are in October. 

Bring “munchies” to share and there is always a great birthday cake!    
Any questions see Rosemary Lippert. 

 

October Birthday Celebrations are:  J.D. Speas, Harry Krum, Wendell Morrisset, 
Norma Jones, Carole Naylor, Sherie Ireland, Barbara Brauns, 

Dennis Howarth, Tom Everett, Joyce Sheridan, Michelle Haines,  
 Karen Farrell, Francene Thomas, Kelly Warshauer,  
John Anderson, Dennis West and Sandy Crocket 

 

October Anniversaries are:  Mike and Nikki Turner,  
Charlie and LeeAnne Clark, & Ken and Jane Thomas. 
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Our Advertising Partners 
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VOTED AGENT OF 
THE YEAR 

 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
 BEACH & MARINA 

OFFICE 

Deborah Tyhurst  
(805)  402-2027 

Specializing  
in the sale of  

coastal community 
properties with 

 honesty & integrity 

www.oxnardbeachhomes.com 

Our Advertising Partners 



Our Advertising Partners 
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Ad Size Dimen-
sions 

High x Wide 

Inside 
Pages 

In-
side  
Back 

1 year 
-20% 

Biz Card 2.0”x 3.5” $18/mo.  $172.80/yr. 

1/4 page 4.5”x 3.5” $28/mo.  $268.80/yr. 

1/2 page 4.25”x 7” $48/mo.   $460.80/yr. 

Full page 7”x 9” $78/mo. $95/
mo. 

in/$748.80 
bk/$912.00 
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Our Advertising Partners 



Channel Islands Yacht Club 

4100 Harbor Blvd. 
Oxnard, CA  93035 

(805) 985-2492 

 

CURRENTS SUBMISSIONS 
 

E-mail submissions to 
currents@ciyc.com 

or send via facsimile to 
(805) 985-2942 

 
Volume 51 - No. 10 

 
Currents is published monthly by the 

Channel Islands Yacht Club,  
4100 Harbor Blvd., Oxnard, CA 93035.   

 
DEADLINE NOTICE: 

Articles must be received by the 15th of the month 
preceding the next publication month. 

Next deadline:  October 15, 2011 
for November, 2011 Issue 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Riding The “Currents” 

Show Us Where You’ve Taken Us 


